THE MATHEMATICAL TRIPOS
the rate at which one could do mathematical problems when in for the Tripos, with the rate one can attain late in life.
In the last three days of the Tripos, when no pretence was made that the questions could be done by well-prepared students in the allotted time, a much smaller percentage of marks was the rule. The book work in the higher subjects took much longer, and the number of questions was only about two less than in the other parts ; indeed it would have been good going to write out the book work alone. The riders, too, took in general longer to write out, and since sometimes not more than one examiner was an expert in some of the new subjects, his papers were not subject to effective criticism fromhis colleagues, so that sometimes the papers were absurdly difficult. I have heard of cases where not a single question in a long paper was completely done by any of the candidates. This led to there being great gaps between the marks obtained by candidates coming next in order in the list. There was one famous case when the Senior Wrangler's marks were considerably more than twice those of the Second Wrangler, who became a very distinguished mathematician and a Professor in the University. From my experience as an examiner in both mathematics and physics, I have come to the conclusion that examinations in the highest parts of these subjects are unsatisfactory. In mathematics the pieces of book work are in general very long, and if the candidate makes a slip in the analysis and does not get the result asked for, it may take him a long time to find out the error and correct it. I have known more than one case where a candidate, who later proved to be a very able mathematician, sent up a paper in which not a single question was completely solved. When preparing for an examination
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